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How To Successfully Compete With Open Source Software



(This post recently got linked on Japanese blogs.  英語より日本語の方が楽な方：これを和訳しようとしています。日本語版はこちらです。)

Every once in a while, somebody on the Business of Software forums asks whether there is any point to trying to compete with open source software (OSS — essentially, software anyone can use and modify without needing to pay money or receive permission).  This is very possible, as folks such as Joel Spolsky pointed out in the ensuing discussion.    I particularly liked one comment on Hacker News about how to compete as Enterprise software.  However, relatively few people in the discussion mentioned B2C (Business To Consumer — you know, the stuff that isn’t paid for by an expense account) software, which people often tell me is doomed, doomed, doomed.  Seeing as how I run a small B2C software business, and am experiencing a crushing shortage of doom, I thought I would explain why this is possible.

My bona fides: I run Bingo Card Creator, which makes educational bingo cards for teachers and parents.  It is about as B2C as you can get.  Sales last year were in the $20,000 range, sales this year are up substantially, and I expect profits will exceed my day job salary/benefits/etc by the end of April.  I started the business in July 2006, when there were already at least two OSS projects which did roughly the same thing: BingoCardMaker and bingo-cards.  (You can tell we really spend a lot of time thinking about naming in my niche, can’t you.)

Thus, my comments are about the other 99% of OSS projects, the low-profile projects which a) do useful things for people and b) you have never heard of.  All OSS is not Firefox in the same way that all proprietary software is not Microsoft Office.

I like OSS, too: I make extensive use of OSS in my business and at my day job.  I routinely contribute code to projects, OSS my own software when it makes competitive sense (you can download my shopping cart), and generally love the stuff.  I don’t see OSS and proprietary software as existential threats to each other.

Thus, when I give developers advice on how to compete with OSS, its not in the sense that I want to trample over the movement’s corpse, burn their homes, and hear the lamentations of their women.  I just believe in getting people to the right tools for the right problems, and often, that tool is going to cost money.  (Nothing wrong with that!)


Places Where Software Developers Can Outdo OSS:



1)  Marketing

Software solves problems.  Customers have problems.  Customers do not know that their problems are sometimes solvable with software.

Less than 1% of customers perceive their problem as a software problem: Whether your software makes bingo cards or drafts table plans or helps people improve their poker game, all it is doing is helping someone get around a problem they had long before they sat down at the computer.  After getting frustrated with their existing attempted solution to the problem, they probably Googled something pretty generic like [how do I make bingo cards].  Empirically, only about 800 people out of the 147,000 who found me from Google in the last year were specifically looking for software.  Add in another 1,600 who were looking for a download, and that’s still 97% who had a bingo problem, not a software problem.

OSS concentrates on the software, not the problems the software can solve: Take a look at an OSS site, any OSS site.  You’ll see a whole lot of talking about the software, the implementation of the software, the source code for the software, how you can contribute to the software, etc.  You’ll almost never see anything about the problem domain — the assumption is that, if you’ve stumbled upon the site, you already know you have a software problem.  

If your marketing is premised around your user knowing they have a software problem, you won’t SEO to capture people looking for solutions for the issues in their problem domains.  Your evangelists will talk with other people who are enthusiastic about software, not with people who consider software about as intrinsically interesting as toasters.  (Many of my most enthusiastic customers despise every minute of using their computers.  They put up with it because it gets them back to their kids faster than any non-computer alternative.)



2) Design

OSS projects, particularly the 99% that are relevant to this discussion, routinely do not allocate resources to creating attractive designs.  For whatever reason, opened source graphical work is still rather rare, most developers (myself included) have the artistic skill of inept mole rats, and the obvious pay-somebody-who-does-it-better solution runs into the problem that the typical OSS project has no budget and no patience to deal with “unfree” licenses, which are the only kind commercially available stock icons have.

This results in a lot of OSS software looking something like:



That design is nice and clean.  However, it looks like the properties dialog box in Eclipse — lots of functionality optimized for packing as many things onto one screen as possible.  There is little thought given to incorporating color into the design, giving the program its own logo or visual identity, or arranging the 13 controls in a user-centric fashion.  Even with those criticisms, this is a good design for OSS software.  I have seen far, far worse.  But we could do so much better, and when we have an incentive to, we do.

The importance of design: I don’t personally use Macs but I think everyone in B2C software needs to take lessons from Apple and the Mac community.  They have proven, again and again, that people will pay a premium for products which are attractive.  Often in B2C the first glimpse of the software makes the sale and everything after that is just justifying to the customer that their gut decision was the right one.  (Same with publishing, incidentally: people really do judge books based on their cover.)

Example: I doubled sales of Bingo Card Creator waaaaay back in August 2006 by adding some more attractive stock icons to it than the fairly staid Java icons I had been using previously.  (That first link has the before/after shots if you want to see it.) 



The workflow is fundamentally different than BingoCardMaker (more about that later), but you can see that this design makes use of bright, pleasing colors.  (Its absolutely amazing how a few bucks worth of icons makes a bog-standard Swing app look so little like a Swing app, isn’t it?)  This is more inviting to the primarily non-technical users who make up the core of my market: it promises to be fun, not painful, to use.



3)  User Experience

“User experience” is easiest to define as “that touchy-feely stuff that Apple does really freaking well”.  The more formal description is that all stages of interaction with the software — from downloading it, to installing it, to using it the first time, to using it the 400th time, and all points in between — should induce joy and contentment, not frustration and rage.

Here’s a bit of homework: find yourself a non-technical person.  Tell them the name of a piece of software on, say, Sourceforge.  Then tell them to download and run it.  Stay in the room but don’t help with completion of the task.

This is so frustrating to most users that the test should probably not be allowed by the human subjects board at most universities.  Somebody might get killed.

Here’s a true story for you.  BingoCardMaker supports one feature which my program does not (picture bingo cards), and which I have no intentions of adding, despite the fact that it is the most requested feature by far.  Accordingly, I used to tell customers who needed that feature “I’m very sorry I can’t help you, but this software can — why don’t you try it?” and I would direct them straight to the download page.

One customer (who is by no means unintelligent) was furious because she spent fifteen minutes on the page unsuccessfully trying to download before deciding it was broken.  Here’s the section of the page: can you tell me what went wrong?

[image: ]

Those words architecture or operating system are pretty confusing, but the word “download” is not.  My customer knew she had to “download”.  So she clicked it, and “the screen blinked away”.  (Clicking download takes you to a list of packages published by the product — totally obvious to a non-technical user, right?)  Then she got back and clicked on options, figuring that it would offer “options for downloading”, but nothing she clicked there worked either.  Finally, frustration mounting rapidly, she clicked Bingo Card Maker because that was what she wanted… and the screen “blinked” again.  (It collapses the tree of options for that package, causing the BingoCardMaker-5.5.1.jar link to vanish.  That link is the one you have to click.  This is quite obvious if you are a Java developer — not quite so obvious if you hold a PhD in English Literature.)

Do not bury the goal: I should mention that if you’re coming from the project page at Sourceforge, the above is three clicks deep after clicking download.  By comparison, downloading Bingo Card Creator takes one click for most people — its the big, blue button that says Download Free Trial.  Folks whose browsers don’t support that are showed the following: 

[image: ]That was once described as “big pancake buttons” by one of the international developers on the Business of Software forums, and the name sort of stuck.  Pancake buttons work.  They are far, far, far more effective at helping users complete their task (downloading the software) that unobtrusive text links or smaller download buttons — the pancake buttons outperformed by smaller buttons by a factor of 3, and those buttons were themselves much improved successors of my original buttons which had outperformed plain text links by a factor of two.

Wow, it sounds that I’m saying that most prospective users of OSS can’t even manage to download it.  Let me be clear: that is exactly what I am saying.  It isn’t their fault — when our users can’t use our software (and websites are just a special case of software), that means we have failed in our jobs, whether we’re proprietary or OSS developers.  

On to installation: User experience scarcely ends with the download.  Oh no, the opportunities to frustrate and enrage are just beginning!  For example, that JAR file they just downloaded got dumped in a downloads folder somewhere and… well… that is about it.  To execute it, you need to be able to find your downloads folder and double click on it.  The next time you want to execute it, you have to do that again.

By comparison, if you were downloading Bingo Card Creator, you’d get a prompt from your browser asking if you wanted to run it.  It would then take you through a Windows installer which, in a very simple fashion with sensible defaults, would put links on your desktop and start menu to the program, then start it up for you.  At no point do you have to learn any irrelevant trivia like “JAR files are special things created by Java which are sort of like programs, except when they aren’t, and sometimes double clicking on them runs them, except when it causes nasty errors.”

There is a JAR file sitting at the heart of Bingo Card Creator, too — and if my users need to know that then I have failed.  Incidentally, if you do desktop Java development for Windows, please use JET or Launch4j or something.  Java developers deploying to Mac should use the JAR bundler.  (You can even do this from a Windows machine with an OSS ant task.  It is a lifesaver for all of us committed Vista users who need to deploy to OS X.)

User Experience never ends: All interaction with your program, with your site, with your community has user experience implications.  There are many, many opportunities to flub it.  I can’t cover all of them in this article, but I hope to expand on ways to not flub them at a later date.



4) Speaking the users’ language

In keeping with the “Users do not have a software problem” and “Users do not care about your technology choices” points covered above, users fundamentally do not talk like developers.  See this description for one of my OSS competitors:

GPL bingo card printing program (numeric, letter bingo and picture bingo). Also prints a calling sequence (equivalent to the output from a barrel full of balls). XML output for later linking to multimedia engine.

Let’s try that again with the technobabble removed:

GPL bingo card printing program (numeric, letter bingo and picture bingo). Also prints a calling sequence (equivalent to the output from a barrel full of balls). XML output for later linking to multimedia engine.

Those two surviving sentence fragments are all the publicly available description of this program.  Yep, that’s it.  You might have heard that OSS is weak on documentation?  That is only a problem if there is enough of a reason to suspect that the program will work for you in the first place, and two sentences is probably not enough to do it.

I want to quote a real customer of mine, who captures the B2C mindset about installing software very eloquently: “Before I download yet another program to my poor old computer, could you let me know if I can…”  Painful experience has taught this woman that downloading software to her computer is a risky activity.  Your website, in addition to making this process totally painless, needs to establish to her up-front the benefits of using your software and the safety of doing so.  (Communicating safety could be an entire article in itself.)

Incidentally, the Internet sucks the literacy out of people, so be prepared to explain the same thing several times to get the message across.  The most common question I have is “Is every bingo card unique?”  Yep, they’re randomized — that is the only reason you’d use the program and that feature has been the core of it since v1.0.  That fact is mentioned twice in bold on my front page, printed on the main UI of the program itself, etc.  And people still manage to ignore all that, find my email address, and ask me.  

Can you imagine how confused users would be if key features were documented only in blog postings distilled from commit logs, and present nowhere on the product site itself?

(I’m looking at you, Rails.)



5) Support

If you’ve been around OSS for any length of time, you know that almost every community has members who are caring, helpful, and patient.  Unfortunately, they’re not the only people handling support.  I get a lot of questions which sound something like “I clicked the button and it didn’t work” or “plz help can’t print” or “I downloaded the program to my printer and now my screen is grey.  Did you give me a virus?”

(If you don’t understand the significance of the screen being grey, look at the photo here.)

You can probably imagine how well those would go over on the typical OSS mailing list.  To say nothing of basic computer operation questions like “I bought a new computer last week and need to put your software on it.  What do I need to do?  Its not the old computer, which has your software on it, its a new computer.”

Most customers with B2C software — in my experience, about 95% as of late — don’t actually need to ask a question of you, ever.  You can handle all of their needs with well-thought-out automatic processes, FAQs, help files, rigorous improvement of any part of the software that routinely causes confusion, and the like.  However, users like know that there is someone who will be happy to help them out if they need it.  That is the main purpose of offering customer support — decreasing the perceived risk of using your software by demonstrating that there is a safety net.  (This is one reason you should write your support page with an eye to it being seen by someone who isn’t even using your software.)



6)  Technical superiority

You’ll notice I’ve been concentrating mostly on the 90% of the software busines that happens outside of the IDE.  However, there is no reason to assume that OSS is superior on a technical front, either.  I know, a million eyes makes all bugs shallow, yadda yadda yadda.  Back in my reality:


	the median number of developers per OSS project hosted on Sourceforge is 1. 

	Perhaps one project in five will ever leave beta.

	All software has bugs, OSS is no exception.

	The average software, commercial or OSS, is a usability nightmare.

	Many programs have not been updated in years and lack the benefit of significant improvements in the state of the art made recently, from modern interface design to first-class integration with the Internet.  

	Some OSS tries to be everything for everybody and ignores niche markets with pressing specific issues.  

	Other OSS is hyper-adapted to the problems of a handful of developers scratching their own itches and is unusable by anyone with other requirements.



In other words, you can compete with OSS on a technical level the same way you compete with proprietary software on a technical level: execute better.  There’s really no magic to that.



Conclusion

All of these are opportunities for commercial developers to compete with OSS.  

The world is changing all the time, but plain-ol’ commercial desktop software still has a place in it.  Don’t get worried — concentrate on doing what you do well, from development to marketing to support, and the market will take care of the rest.

If you found this article interesting, try looking around the blog or signing up for the RSS feed.  There’s a lot more where this came from.






Source: https://www.kalzumeus.com/2009/03/07/how-to-successfully-compete-with-open-source-software/
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                    Find Hidden Risks in Windows Task Scheduler

                    
                    Free diagnostic script reveals configuration issues, error patterns, and security risks. Instant HTML report.


                

            


            
            

            
                
                    
                    
                        
                            Windows Task Scheduler might be hiding critical failures. Download the free JAMS diagnostic tool to uncover problems before they impact production—get a color-coded risk report with clear remediation steps in minutes.
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                    Retool your internal operations

                    
                    Generate secure, production-grade apps that connect to your business data. Not just prototypes, but tools your team can actually deploy.


                

            


            
            

            
                
                    
                    
                        
                            Build internal software that meets enterprise security standards without waiting on engineering resources. Retool connects to your databases, APIs, and data sources while maintaining the permissions and controls you need. Create custom dashboards, admin tools, and workflows from natural language prompts—all deployed in your cloud with security baked in. Stop duct-taping operations together, start building in Retool.
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    Microsoft's TrueType core fonts


    
            
                
                    A smart package of Microsoft's core fonts
                


            
            

            
            


            
        
            So far this project consists of a source rpm that can be used to easily create a binary rpm package that, when installed, gives access to Microsoft's TrueType core fonts for the Web.
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    MinGW - Minimalist GNU for Windows


    
            
                
                    A native Windows port of the GNU Compiler Collection (GCC)
                


            
            

            
            


            
        
            MinGW: A native Windows port of the GNU Compiler Collection (GCC), with freely distributable import libraries and header files for building native Windows applications; includes extensions to the MSVC runtime to support C99 functionality.  All of MinGW's software will execute on the 64bit Windows platforms.
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    AutoClicker


    
            
                
                    A full-fledged autoclicker with two modes of autoclicking
                


            
            

            
            


            
        
            A full-fledged autoclicker with two modes of autoclicking, at your dynamic cursor location or at a prespecified location. The maximum amounts of clicked can also be set (or left as infinite).



Hotkeys work in the background for convenience.



If you need to automate multiple mouse clicks, try this multiple auto clicker: https://sourceforge.net/projects/orphamielautoclicker/files/AutoClickers.exe/download



Whats new in v1.0.0.2:

1. You can now change your hotkeys!

2. Changed the about page

3. Added a few minor options



v1.0.0.1 :

1. Your settings are now saved from your last session so you only need to enter them once. (Includes last fixed location)

2. Added double clicking and triple clicking

3. Added Right clicking and middle clicking
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    PortableApps.com


    
            
                
                    Portable software for cloud, local, and portable USB drives
                


            
            

            
            


            
        
            PortableApps.com is the world's most popular portable software solution allowing you to take your favorite software with you. A fully open source and free platform, it works from any synced cloud folder (DropBox, Google Drive, Box, etc), from your local PC on an internal or external drive, or on any portable storage device (USB flash drive, memory card, portable SSD or hard drive, etc) moved between PCs. With millions of users all over the world, nearly 500 real open source and freeware apps in our main app store (no shovelware), compatible commercial software, and partners in hardware industry, PortableApps.com is the most complete solution for life on the go.
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                    Atera all-in-one platform IT management software with AI agents

                    
                    Ideal for internal IT departments or managed service providers (MSPs)


                

            


            
            

            
                
                    
                    
                        
                            Atera’s AI agents don’t just assist, they act. From detection to resolution, they handle incidents and requests instantly, taking your IT management from automated to autonomous.
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    qBittorrent


    
            
                
                    A free and reliable P2P BitTorrent client
                


            
            

            
            


            
        
            An advanced and multi-platform BitTorrent client with a nice Qt user interface as well as a Web UI for remote control and an integrated search engine. qBittorrent aims to meet the needs of most users while using as little CPU and memory as possible.
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    TortoiseSVN


    
            
                
                    An Apache SVN client, right where you need it most
                


            
            

            
            


            
        
            TortoiseSVN is a Subversion (SVN) client, implemented as a windows shell extension. Which means it's available right where you need it: in the Windows file explorer.

It's intuitive and easy to use, since it doesn't require the Subversion command line client to run. Simply the coolest Interface to (Sub)Version Control!


    

        


    



    
        
  
  


  
    
    
    
    
        









    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
        

    



    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
        

    



    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
        

    



    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
        

    



    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
        

    







        
            153 Reviews
        
    

    

    
    
        Downloads:
        
            375,462 This Week
        
    

    

    
        Last Update:
        
            2026-01-02
        
    


    See Project
  


    








      
        
















		
    7
    
        



    
    
    [image: Apache OpenOffice]



        
            
            
            
            
            
    Apache OpenOffice


    
            
                
                    The free and Open Source productivity suite
                


            
            

            
            


            
        
            Free alternative for Office productivity tools: Apache OpenOffice - formerly known as OpenOffice.org - is an open-source office productivity software suite containing word processor, spreadsheet, presentation, graphics, formula editor, and database management applications. OpenOffice is available in many languages, works on all common computers, stores data in ODF - the international open standard format - and is able to read and write files in other formats, included the format used by the most common office suite packages. OpenOffice is also able to export files in PDF format. OpenOffice has supported extensions, in a similar manner to Mozilla Firefox, making easy to add new functionality to an existing OpenOffice installation. 
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    XAMPP


    
            
                
                    An easy to install Apache distribution containing MySQL, PHP, and Perl
                


            
            

            
            


            
        
            XAMPP is a very easy to install Apache Distribution for Linux, Solaris, Windows, and Mac OS X. The package includes the Apache web server, MySQL, PHP, Perl, a FTP server and phpMyAdmin.
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    InfraRecorder


    
            
                
                    CD/DVD burning solution for Microsoft Windows.
                


            
            

            
            


            
        
            InfraRecorder is a high quality CD/DVD burning solution for Microsoft Windows.
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                    Grafana: The open and composable observability platform

                    
                    Faster answers, predictable costs, and no lock-in built by the team helping to make observability accessible to anyone.


                

            


            
            

            
                
                    
                    
                        
                            Grafana is the open source analytics & monitoring solution for every database.
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    SAP NetWeaver Server Adapter for Eclipse


    
            
                
                    Integrates Eclipse with the SAP NetWeaver Application Server
                


            
            

            
            


            
        
            Integrates Eclipse with the SAP NetWeaver Application Server. 
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    WinSCP


    
            
                
                    WinSCP is a free SFTP, SCP, S3, WebDAV, and FTP client for Windows.
                


            
            

            
            


            
        
            WinSCP is a popular free file manager for Windows supporting SFTP, FTP, FTPS, SCP, S3, WebDAV and local-to-local file transfers. A powerful tool to enhance your productivity with a user-friendly interface and automation options like .NET assembly or batch file scripting. Use WinSCP also for file editing, directory synchronization and site management. WinSCP is open-source and well documented. It is available in English and many other languages.
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    KeePass


    
            
                
                    A lightweight and easy-to-use password manager
                


            
            

            
            


            
        
            KeePass Password Safe is a free, open source, lightweight, and easy-to-use password manager for Windows, Linux and Mac OS X, with ports for Android, iPhone/iPad and other mobile devices. With so many passwords to remember and the need to vary passwords to protect your valuable data, it’s nice to have KeePass to manage your passwords in a secure way. KeePass puts all your passwords in a highly encrypted database and locks them with one master key or a key file. As a result, you only have to remember one single master password or select the key file to unlock the whole database. And the databases are encrypted using the best and most secure encryption algorithms currently known, AES and Twofish. See our features page for details.
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    ImmortalWrt


    
            
                
                    An opensource OpenWrt variant for mainland China users.
                


            
            

            
            


            
        
            ImmortalWrt is a fork of OpenWrt, with more packages ported, more devices supported, default optimized profiles and localization modifications for mainland China users.

Compared to upstream, we allow to use (non-upstreamable) modifications/hacks to provide better feature/performance/support.



Default login address: http://192.168.1.1 or http://immortalwrt.lan, username: root, password: none.
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    CrystalDiskInfo


    
            
                
                    A HDD/SSD utility software
                


            
            

            
            


            
        
            A HDD/SSD utility software which supports a part of USB, RAID and NVMe.
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    Ventoy


    
            
                
                    A New Bootable USB Solution
                


            
            

            
            


            
        
            Ventoy is an open source tool to create bootable USB drive for ISO/WIM/IMG/VHD(x)/EFI files.



With Ventoy, you don't need to format the disk over and over, you just need to copy the ISO/WIM/IMG/VHD(x)/EFI files to the USB drive and boot them directly.



You can copy many files at a time and Ventoy will give you a boot menu to select them.



You can also browse ISO/WIM/IMG/VHD(x)/EFI files in local disks and boot them.



x86 Legacy BIOS, IA32 UEFI, x86_64 UEFI, ARM64 UEFI and MIPS64EL UEFI are supported in the same way.



Most types of OS supported (Windows/WinPE/Linux/ChromeOS/Unix/VMware/Xen...)



1100+ ISO files are tested, 90%+ distros in distrowatch.com supported.
    

        


    



    
        
  
  


  
    
    
    
    
        









    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
        

    



    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
        

    



    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
        

    



    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
        

    



    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
        

    







        
            43 Reviews
        
    

    

    
    
        Downloads:
        
            225,547 This Week
        
    

    

    
        Last Update:
        
            2025-12-21
        
    


    See Project
  


    








      
        
















		
    16
    
        



    
    
    



    



        
            
            
            
            
            
    Notepad++ Plugin Manager


    
            
                
                    Notepad++ Plugin Manager 
                


            
            

            
            


            
        
            The nppPluginManager repository contains the legacy Plugin Manager for Notepad++, a tool that once allowed users to easily install, update, and remove plugins within the editor. It relied on a centrally hosted XML file that listed available plugins, which the manager compared against those already installed. Since 2019, however, the plugin is no longer actively maintained, and the supporting web service that provided plugin lists has been discontinued. Users are now encouraged to rely on Notepad++’s built-in plugin solution instead of this deprecated tool.



This project is the old location for the plugin list for Notepad++ Plugin Manager.  



Please use https://github.com/bruderstein/npppluginmanager for any issues and current code
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    TurboVNC


    
            
                
                    High-speed, 3D-friendly, TightVNC-compatible remote desktop software
                


            
            

            
            


            
        
            TurboVNC is a high-performance, enterprise-quality version of VNC based on TightVNC, TigerVNC, and X.org. It contains a variant of Tight encoding that is tuned for maximum performance and compression with 3D applications (VirtualGL), video, and other image-intensive workloads. TurboVNC, in combination with VirtualGL, provides a complete solution for remotely displaying 3D applications with interactive performance. TurboVNC's high-speed encoding methods have been adopted by TigerVNC and libvncserver, and TurboVNC is also compatible with any other TightVNC derivative.



TurboVNC forked from TightVNC in 2004 and still covers all of the TightVNC 1.3.x features, but TurboVNC contains numerous feature enhancements and bug fixes relative to TightVNC, and it compresses 3D and video workloads much better than TightVNC while using generally only 5-20% of the CPU time of the latter. Using non-default settings, TurboVNC can also be made to compress 2D workloads as "tightly" as TightVNC.
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    Ubuntuzilla: Mozilla Software Installer


    
            
                
                    APT repository for Mozilla software releases
                


            
            

            
            


            
        
            An APT repository hosting the Mozilla builds of the latest official releases of Firefox, Thunderbird, and Seamonkey. Do not manually download the files - read the wiki, https://sourceforge.net/p/ubuntuzilla/wiki/ for instructions on using the repository.
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    Scrollout F1


    
            
                
                    An easy-to-use anti-spam email gateway
                


            
            

            
            


            
        
            • Designed for Linux and Windows email system administrators, Scrollout F1 is an easy to use, already adjusted email firewall (gateway) offering free anti-spam and anti-virus protection aiming to secure existing email servers, old or new, such as Microsoft Exchange, Lotus Domino, Postfix, Exim, Sendmail, Qmail and others.



• Built-in multilayer security levels make configuration effort equal to a car radio.



• It combines simplicity with effective protection using powerful open source with additional set of rules & filters.



• Available as 64bit:

 - ISO image (Internet connection required during installation)

 - install from scratch (Internet connection required during installation).



• Minimum Requirements (for 5,000 messages/day):

1 GB of RAM

30 GB storage drive

1 Processor x86/AMD64

1 Ethernet x 1 IPv4 address

UDP ports: 53 123 4500 6277 24441

TCP ports: 25 80 443 2703
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    Info-ZIP project


    
            
                
                    Info-ZIP portable compression/archiver utilities
                


            
            

            
            


            
        
            Info-ZIP portable compression/archiver utilities (Zip, UnZip, WiZ, etc.)
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    The FreeType Project


    
            
                
                    A free, high-quality, and portable font engine
                


            
            

            
            


            
        
            FreeType is written in C. It is designed to be small, efficient, and highly customizable while capable of producing high-quality output (glyph images) of most vector and bitmap font formats for digital typography. FreeType is a freely available and portable software library to render fonts.
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    boot-repair


    
            
                
                    A simple tool to repair frequent boot issues
                


            
            

            
            


            
        
            A simple tool to repair frequent boot issues



See https://sourceforge.net/p/boot-repair/home
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    Equalizer APO


    
            
                
                    A system-wide equalizer for Windows 7 / 8 / 8.1 / 10 / 11
                


            
            

            
            


            
        
            Equalizer APO is a parametric / graphic equalizer for Windows. It is implemented

as an Audio Processing Object (APO) for the system effect infrastructure

introduced with Windows Vista.



Requirements:

- Windows Vista or later (Windows 7 - 11 have been tested)

- CPU architecture x64 (64 bit), x86 (32 bit) or ARM64 (on Windows 10/11)

- applications must not bypass the system effect infrastructure

(APIs like ASIO or WASAPI exclusive mode can't be used)



Equalizer APO can be used in conjunction with Room EQ Wizard (http://www.roomeqwizard.com/), because it can read its filter text file format.



Please have a look at the Wiki (http://sourceforge.net/p/equalizerapo/wiki/) for instructions on installation and configuration
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    CrystalDiskMark


    
            
                
                    A simple disk benchmark software
                


            
            

            
            


            
        
            A simple disk benchmark software.
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    VirtualGL


    
            
                
                    3D Without Boundaries
                


            
            

            
            


            
        
            VirtualGL redirects 3D commands from a Unix/Linux OpenGL application onto a server-side GPU and converts the rendered 3D images into a video stream with which remote clients can interact to view and control the 3D application in real time.
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Open Source Software Guide


Open source software is software that is developed and maintained by a community of developers. It is open to the public, which means anyone can look at and modify the source code of the software. This makes it different from other proprietary software, which generally limits access to only authorized personnel.


The open source movement began in 1998 when the term “open source” was coined in an essay that advocated sharing computer program code freely with other developers. Since then, it has grown into an international phenomenon. Open source projects are now found in all fields, from health care to robotics, from operating systems to games.


The main advantage of open source software is its transparency and flexibility: everyone can see how it works and contribute to its development. This encourages collaboration among developers around the world, resulting in higher quality products that can be adapted quickly to changing market conditions. Additionally, it's often less expensive than proprietary solutions because companies don't have to pay for each individual license they need—they just install and distribute one version of the product across their entire network without additional cost or effort.


Moreover, open source programs are usually more reliable than their closed-source counterparts because they undergo rigorous testing due to volunteer contributions from people all over the world who want these applications to work properly on their own machines. Lastly, many projects contribute back enhancements and fixes that become part of the next release for anyone else using the same application; this creates a sort of collective intelligence where each user benefits from improvements made by others around them.


Overall, open source software offers powerful alternatives for businesses looking for ways to reduce costs while still having high quality solutions available for their needs—all while fostering innovation from everywhere in the world.


What Are the Features and Benefits of Open Source Software?



		Community Development: Open source software is developed in a collaborative manner by the community. Through discussion groups, online forums, and other means of communication, developers can share code and ideas to find solutions to various problems.


		Flexibility: Since open source software is created with an open license, it allows for more flexibility in terms of modifications and additions. Developers have freedom to add features or customize existing ones without worrying about proprietary licensing restrictions.


		Security: As many people work on improving the security of open source applications, this ensures that bugs and vulnerabilities are quickly identified and fixed before they become a major problem. This makes open source applications much safer than closed-source counterparts when it comes to protecting user data from malicious threats.


		Updates: Open source projects typically have continuous updates as coders keep pushing new changes into their own repositories (or "forks"). In this way, users always benefit from the latest innovations made available by these communities over time. This helps ensure that the application keeps up with modern technologies and trends while still maintaining stability.


		Cost Savings: The development costs associated with open source projects are relatively low since most individuals contribute resources or services free of charge instead of receiving payment for them directly. Moreover, there may not be any additional cost related to obtaining licenses since all components used in such projects are already freely accessible through open source repositories and platforms like SourceForge.


		Transparency: With open source, code is visible to everyone. This allows for widespread scrutiny and feedback from other developers as well, which helps improve the overall quality of the software being created. Additionally, any changes made are documented publicly so everyone can keep track of what has been changed over time.


		Scalability: Open source applications are designed to be modular, which means they can easily scale up or down as needed. This makes it incredibly easy for developers to add new features or modify existing ones without needing to re-write the entire code base from scratch.


		Cooperation & Collaboration: Open source software encourages cooperation and collaboration between various teams and individuals working on a project. By its very nature, open source projects require multiple contributors who coordinate their efforts in order to create something greater than any one individual could accomplish alone.


		Standards Compliance: Open source software is often designed to conform to well-established industry standards, which makes the applications produced much more reliable and compatible with other technologies. This helps ensure that users can get maximum value out of their chosen open source solution without running into compatibility issues.


		Reliability: Open source software has often been found to be more reliable over time than proprietary solutions due to the fact that multiple developers are working on a project at once, ensuring any bugs or issues are quickly identified and addressed in a timely manner.


		Innovation: Open source projects can benefit from the collective knowledge of its users, which helps to ensure that innovative ideas are incorporated into the software quickly. This helps keep open source solutions up-to-date and competitive with other options on the market.





Types of Open Source Software


There are so many possibilities with open source software, and there are too many to include in one list. But some of the most widely used software in the world is open source. Here are some popular use cases and applications of open source software:



		Desktop Software: Desktop software is open source software that operates on a particular computer system or device. Examples include operating systems, web browsers, email clients and office suites.


		Mobile Software: Mobile software is open source software designed for mobile devices, such as smartphones and tablets. Examples include messaging apps, photo editors and navigation apps.


		Server Software: Server software is open source software designed to run on networked computers to provide services to other computers or users connected to the same network. Examples include database servers, web servers and file storage solutions.


		Development Tools: Development tools are open source programs used by developers to create applications and websites. Examples include text editors, integrated development environments (IDE), debuggers, compilers and libraries.


		Cloud Solutions: Cloud solutions are open source programs that can be used in multi-tenant computing solutions outside of traditional on-site data centers or servers. Examples include cloud management platforms and virtualization technologies.


		Middleware: Middleware is open source product tools used to establish communication between different application components within distributed networks or enterprise systems. Examples include message queues, event brokers, workflow managers and API gateways.


		Applications: Applications are open source programs designed to perform specific tasks. Examples include games, media players and productivity tools such as note-taking and spreadsheet applications.


		Operating Systems:  Operating systems are open source software that provides a platform for other applications to run. Examples include Linux, BSD and Unix operating systems.


		Networking Software: Networking software is open source software used to connect different computer systems and networks. Examples include SSH, FTP, Telnet and DNS protocols.


		Security Software: Security software is open source software used to protect and secure computer systems from malicious attacks. Examples include antivirus programs, intrusion detection systems, firewalls and password managers.





Open Source Software Trends



		Increased Adoption: Open source software is becoming increasingly popular due to its cost-effectiveness, flexibility, and reliability. Organizations of all sizes are beginning to realize the value of open source solutions.


		Growing Community Contributions: The open source community has grown exponentially in recent years, with more developers contributing code and ideas to projects than ever before. This influx of contributors has led to an increase in quality and innovation within the open source space.


		Increased Security: As open source software becomes more widely adopted, there is an increased focus on security as well. Open source projects have implemented various measures to ensure that their applications are secure, such as thorough code reviews and automated testing tools.


		Rise in Enterprise Usage: Enterprises are beginning to realize the potential benefits of using open source solutions, including lower costs and less vendor lock-in compared to proprietary solutions. Companies such as Microsoft and Oracle have even began offering support for some open source technologies.


		Emergence of DevOps Tools: DevOps processes rely heavily on automation tools like Chef, Puppet, Ansible, Kubernetes and Docker for efficiently managing infrastructure deployments across multiple servers or cloud environments. These tools allow organizations to easily manage large-scale deployments with speed and consistency by automating common tasks such as patching or configuring servers with a few simple commands or scripts.





How to Choose the Right Open Source Software



		Identify Your Needs: First, clearly define the goals and objectives of your project. This will help narrow down the scope of potential open source software solutions.


		Assess Features: Compare features between multiple open source options to determine which ones meet all your needs and might include any additional benefits that could come in handy in the future. Consider if there is an active support community for each option and how up to date the software is with regular updates and bug fixes. Use the tools on this page to sort open source projects by category, user reviews, features, integrations, operating system, license, language, and more.


		Check Security: Make sure you check for any security risks associated with the application before committing to a solution as this may impact your current or future projects. You should also take into account any compliance requirements that may be relevant for your industry or type of business.


		Test It Out: Once you've narrowed down a few options it's time to test them out and see how user friendly they are, if they integrate well with other applications, and how quickly they can scale when needed. A thorough trial period is often a good idea before making a final decision on which one to use on a larger-scale project or over an extended period of time.


		Cost: Finally, assess the total cost of the software and any associated fees or additional resources that may need to be purchased. This can often be a deciding factor when it comes to which open source solution to use.





Who Uses Open Source Software?



		Developers – Developers are the individuals who create and maintain open source software. They typically have knowledge in a wide range of coding languages, such as Java and HTML, and have experience with developing large-scale applications.


		End Users – End users generally use open source software to accomplish their everyday tasks. This can include anything from downloading music to playing games or writing documents.


		Nonprofits – Nonprofit organizations often utilize open source software to help them manage large projects or provide services on a budget. Examples of these projects can include managing an online store or creating a website for volunteers to sign up for events.


		Educators – Open source software is often used by educators for teaching purposes as it helps them save money on costly licenses and give students access to powerful programs that would otherwise be out of reach.


		Businesses – Businesses rely heavily on open source software solutions as it offers greater flexibility, scalability, reliability, and cost savings than commercial offerings do. Furthermore, businesses can easily customize the interface based on the specific requirements of their organization.


		Government Agencies – Governments around the world are embracing open source software solutions due to its expansive capabilities compared to proprietary options. Government agencies often use this type of software to reduce costs while still providing high quality services at scale.


		Enthusiasts – Open source software enthusiasts are passionate users who typically enjoy working with the code, participating in online communities, and attending conferences focused on open source software. These users typically have extensive experience with a variety of programming languages and technologies.





How Much Does Open Source Software Cost?


Open source software, compared to proprietary software, is relatively inexpensive and in some cases, even free to use. Generally speaking, the cost of open source software depends on the type of program you need and the platform you are using.


For instance, if you are using a Linux-based system there will usually be no charge for most open source programs. Many of these programs can be downloaded from large repositories like SourceForge and installed without any cost to the user. Moreover, many of these applications come with extensive documentation, which makes learning how to use them easier.


However, when it comes to larger projects – such as enterprise-level web development or programming – there may be fees associated with open source software. For example, if a company relies heavily on the MySQL database for their application then they may choose to purchase an Enterprise Edition license from Oracle that grants them access to support services and advanced features outside of what is offered with the standard version of MySQL. In addition, some specialized programs may also require fees in order for access or obtain specific features or components needed for that particular application.


In short, open source software generally has a lower cost than proprietary solutions but it can still vary depending on the magnitude of your project and specific needs that require additional licensing fees. Ultimately though – when compared side-by-side - open source software tends to be less expensive than its commercial competitors over time due to reduced costs related maintenance and support services as well as scalability options that come included with many programs.


What Integrates With Open Source Software?


Open source software can integrate with a range of different types of software, including operating systems, web browsers, databases, compilers, office suites and development tools. Operating system integration is important to ensure that open source applications can be installed and run on the system without difficulty. Web browser integration allows users to access web pages written in HTML and JavaScript, as well as other technologies relevant for the open source project. Database integration means that data from external sources such as MySQL or Oracle can be accessed within an open source application. Compiler integration ensures that applications written in C++ or other languages can compile correctly when built using an open source compiler such as Clang or GCC. Office suite integration makes it possible for users to create documents, spreadsheets and presentations in formats compatible with popular proprietary office suites like Microsoft Office. Development tool integration allows developers to build their projects using common development environments such as Eclipse or Visual Studio. All of these are critical for ensuring successful adoption and usage of open source software.


How To Get Involved with Open Source Software



		Get to Know the Open Source Projects: The first step is to take some time and get to know the open source projects. Read up on their vision, scope, goals, and values. Familiarize yourself with their codebase, history, development processes and any other information that can provide you a better understanding of the project.


		Review Bug Reports or Feature Requests: You can always browse through an open source project's bug reports or feature requests and help out by providing feedback or suggesting solutions for existing issues. This is a great way to become acquainted with a particular project and its community; plus it’s often appreciated by other users!


		Start Small: Don’t be intimidated if you don’t know a lot about coding! There are plenty of ways to contribute without needing to be an expert programmer – look for small tasks such as updating documentation, creating tutorials, filing bug reports and writing test cases which all need doing but may not have been assigned yet.


		Join Relevant Communities: Joining relevant online communities such as discussion forums, Slack channels etc., provides a great opportunity to connect with like-minded individuals who might be working on similar projects or have similar interests in an open source project you want to get involved in. Participating in such conversations will give further insight into various aspects of open source software development such as toolsets used by the developers etc., thus allowing you to make more informed decisions when taking on tasks related to that particular project.


		Pick Your Project: Once you’ve familiarized yourself with different open source projects out there that you think interest your skillset/experience level then it’s time to choose one which best fits your capabilities (and don’t forget - having fun is just as important). Make sure that it is something that aligns with your personal interests (something where you will stick around even when things get tough.)


		Get Started: Lastly - simply dive right in - research how people are contributing work items within that particular project, figure out what resources are available at hand (or if any additional resources are required) then start coding away! Don't forget - if ever in doubt - reach out directly to experts well versed within said project's realms; they'll be able offer helpful pointers/suggestions which may prove useful in tackling those more challenging tasks.





Why is Open Source Software Important?


Open source software is important because it provides free access to a wealth of high-quality tools and applications that are actively being developed by a community of developers. Open source software is also beneficial in terms of cost savings, as users are allowed to use, modify and distribute the software without having to pay any license fees or royalties. Lastly, open source software encourages collaboration and innovation by enabling anyone to contribute to the development process. By working together, developers can create better solutions with fewer resources more quickly than ever before.
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