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This blog is 22 years old today! I wrote up a whole bunch of higlights for the 20th birthday a couple of years ago. Today I’m celebrating with something a bit smaller: I finally redesigned the homepage.

I publish three kinds of content on my blog: entries (like this one), "blogmarks" (aka annotated links) and quotations. Until recently the entries were the main feature on the (desktop) homepage, with blogmarks and quotations relegated to the sidebar.

Back in April I implemented Markdown support for my blogmarks, allowing me to include additional links and quotations in the body of those descriptions.

I was inspired in this by Daring Fireball, which has long published a combination of annotated links combined with longer essay style entries.

It turns out I really like posting longer-form content attached to links! Here’s one from earlier today which rivals my full entries in length.

These were looking pretty cramped in the sidebar:

[image: Screenshot of my blog with a big entry about Thoughts on the WWDC 2024 keynote on the left and a sidebar with a long blogmark description in the sidebar on the right]

So I’ve done a small redesign. The left hand column on my homepage now displays entries, quotations and blogmarks as a combined list, reusing the format I already had in place for the tag page.

The right hand column is for “highlights”, aka my longer form blog entries.

[image: Screenshot of my blog with a blogmark on the left and a list of article headlines on the right]

The mobile version of my site was already serving content mixed together like this, so this change mainly brings the desktop version in line with the mobile one.

Here’s the issue on GitHub and the commit that implemented the change.





Source: https://simonwillison.net/2024/Jun/12/homepage-redesign/
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Thoughts on the WWDC 2024 keynote on Apple Toda

Intelligence one day ago Generative Al Is Not Going To Build Your
- Engineering Team For You (via) This is a
Today’s WWDC keynote finally revealed Apple’s new set of Al features. The Al long read by Charity Majors, and | find
section (Apple are calling it Apple Intelligence) started over an hour into the myself wanting to quote almost every
keynote—this link jumps straight to that point in the archived YouTube paragraph.

livestream, or you can watch it embedded here: It thoroughly and passionately debunks the

idea that generative Al means that teams

" WWDC 2024 — June 10 | App|e no longer need to hire junior programmers.

This is for several key reasons. First is the
familiar pipeline argument - we need
juniors in order to grow new intermediate
and senior engineers:

Software is an apprenticeship industry.
You can’t learn to be a software
engineer by reading books. You can
only learn by doing...and doing, and
doing, and doing some more. No matter
2 what your education consists of, most
' \M/DCZ4 learning happens on the job—period.
And it never ends! Learning and
teaching are lifelong practices; they

have to be, the industry changes so
fast.

Watch on @ YouTube

It takes a solid seven-plus years to

There are a lot of interesting things here. Apple have a strong focus on forge a competent software engineer.
privacy, finally taking advantage of the Neural Engine accelerator chips in the (Or as most job ladders would call it, a
A17 Pro chip on iPhone 15 Pro and higher and the M1/M2/M3 Apple Silicon “senior software engineer”.) That's
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Generative Al Is Not Going To Build Your Engineering Team For You (via) This is a long

read by Charity Majors, and | find myself wanting to quote almost every paragraph.

It thoroughly and passionately debunks the idea that generative Al means that teams

no longer need to hire junior programmers.

This is for several key reasons. First is the familiar pipeline argument - we need juniors

in order to grow new intermediate and senior engineers:

Software is an apprenticeship industry. You can’t learn to be a software engineer by

reading books. You can only learn by doing...and doing, and doing, and doing

some more. No matter what your education consists of, most learning happens on

the job—period. And it never ends! Learning and teaching are lifelong practices;
they have to be, the industry changes so fast.

It takes a solid seven-plus years to forge a competent software engineer. (Or as

most job ladders would call it, a “senior software engineer”.) That's many years of

writing, reviewing, and deploying code every day, on a team alongside more
experienced engineers. That’s just how long it seems to take.

What does it mean to be a senior engineer? It’s a lot more than just writing code:

To me, being a senior engineer is not primarily a function of your ability to write
code. It has far more to do with your ability to understand, maintain, explain, and
manage a large body of software in production over time, as well as the ability to
translate business needs into technical implementation. So much of the work is
around crafting and curating these large, complex sociotechnical systems, and
code is just one representation of these systems.

[

People act like writing code is the hard part of software. It is not. It never has been,

Thoughts on the WWDC 2024 keynote on
Apple Intelligence - June 10, 2024

Accidental prompt injection against RAG
applications - June 6, 2024

Training is not the same as chatting:
ChatGPT and other LLMs don't remember

everything you say - May 29, 2024

Weeknotes: PyCon US 2024 - May 28,
2024

ChatGPT in "40" mode is not running the
new features yet - May 15, 2024

Slop is the new name for unwanted Al-
generated content - May 8, 2024

Weeknotes: more datasette-secrets, plus a
mystery video project - May 7, 2024

Weeknotes: Llama 3, Al for Data
Journalism, lim-evals and datasette-
secrets - April 23, 2024

Options for accessing Llama 3 from the
terminal using LLM - April 22, 2024

Al for Data Journalism: demonstrating what
we can do with this stuff right now - April
17, 2024

Three major LLM releases in 24 hours (plus
weeknotes) - April 10, 2024

Building files-to-prompt entirely using
Claude 3 Opus - April 8, 2024






